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THE BIRCHANGER WOOD TRUST  registered charity no 1090131 

 
 
 
Objectives, Activities and Achievements  
 
Objects: 
The trustees shall hold the trust fund and its income upon trust to apply them for the benefit 
of the inhabitants of Birchanger, Bishop’s Stortford and the surrounding area and of visitors 
for the: 
 

 Preservation and conservation of the ancient woodland of Birchanger Wood; 
 Advancement of education of the public in the natural history of the flora and fauna of 

Birchanger Wood; 
 Provision of facilities for recreation and leisure-time occupation for the said 

inhabitants and visitors. 
 
Statutory Declaration in regard to Public Benefit: 
The trustees are pleased to declare that their work in respect of The Birchanger Wood 
Charitable Trust is directly in line with the Charity Commissions guidance with regard to 
public benefit as it is a facility available all year round, free to all users particularly those 
with disabilities and meets with the Charity’s own Objects of healthy leisure, conservation 
and preservation of this ancient Wood, and has commenced in the task of reaching out to 
educate our local users and visitors in its flora and fauna. 
 
Aims and Achievements:  
The year ended 31 March 2013 saw the completion in August 2012 of the refurbished central 
(public footpath both sides of the A120), and later on that same month the completion of the stage 
four refurbished winding woodland on the Birchanger side of the A120. The stage three and final 
refurbished winding woodland path, was completed in October, and a concrete raft hard-stand was 
constructed in September 2012. The principal funding for these projects came from Uttlesford 
District Council under a section 106 agreement, the Forestry Commission, Essex County Council, 
the Essex Environment Trust, Viridor Credits, Veolia – now Affinity Water, Awards for All, a large 
number of private trusts, and many individual donations from the local community and businesses. 
This means that the Trust had met its goal and had 5.3kilometers of all-weather, disability-friendly 
winding woodland paths for recreational use and for solace, for the local community and visitors. 
This asset is free to all users every day of the year. 
 
Amazingly, the Trust also received approval from the Rural Development Programme for England 
for a 50% grant towards the provision of a compound, store and tractor-trailer suitable for working 
on our 2meter wide paths. This approval was time limited and required completion of the project by 
the end of April 2013. Our funding went into overdrive and the matching 50% funding was 
amazingly achieved and construction was able to commence. The matching funding for this project 
was obtained from Essex County Council, Individual private Trusts, Uttlesford Council, Stansted 
Airport Community Trust, Hertfordshire County Council and our local community and local 
businesses with particular mention that our voluntary fund-raiser wrote a Quiz which she sold at 
only £1 per entry which raised in excess of £1,000.  
The provision of our new store, compound and tractor will provide the Trust’s other main aim – the 
provision of a base from which to operate, to enable the teaching of local young persons and 
members of local organisations of woodland maintenance, and to provide safe storage of necessary 
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equipment which is essential for good woodland maintenance and conservation and upkeep of the 
refurbished paths. 
 
The year ended March 2013 also saw the official opening of the fourth refurbished footpath on the 
4th October by HM The Lord Petre JP, Lord Lieutenant of Essex and Dr Maria Davy, Chair of 
Birchanger Parish Council cutting the ribbon; the High Sheriff of Hertfordshire visited Birchanger  
Wood in July; Art in the Wood was held in April 2012; we had photographs hung in Bishop’s 
Stortford Library and attended the Bishop’s Stortford Carnival, together with the Birchanger cubs 
and scouts in June, in August we had a stall at the Stansted Millers Fete, and in September at the 
Birchanger Fete; and 150 trees were planted in November to celebrate 150 years of the Herts and 
Essex Observer newspaper’s presence in Bishop’s Stortford. Individuals placed trees for 
remembrance in the Wood, seed collecting was carried out by BSHS, and the Essex Environment 
Trust found 4 new plants in the Wood including a rare orchid. 
 
In the year commencing April 2013, construction of the Compound, Store and purchase of the 
Tractor/trailer was completed and with the generous assistance of Affinity Water (previously Veolia 
Water), the Bishop’s Stortford Town Council and the Parsonage Residents’ Association, alarm 
systems were installed. In June, the Trust placed a notice on the University of Essex and University 
of Hertfordshire art notice boards for a graffiti artist to come and paint the store. In response to this, 
the Girton Youth Group submitted drawings from which one design was unanimously chosen by the 
Trust and in September over a couple of weekends, the Group came over and painted our Store. 
Those who have seen it describe the art-work as stunning and an asset to the environment.  
 
The annual project with local junior schools, Art in the Wood 2013 had to be deferred from its 
normal Easter place in the calendar owing to all the work in respect of the Store and Compound and 
this will now to be held on the 19 October 2013. A large number of submissions is expected and the 
Trust will be asking one child or one from each school to Officially open this Event which will also 
mark the completion of the trust’s major fund-raising.  
The first group to take advantage of the Compound and Store has been St Elizabeths at Bishop 
Stortford which cater for children and adults with learning disabilities and who now meet regularly 
with our Warden at the Compound to enjoy and understand our ancient woodland. 
 
In addition to the Support for the Trust’s major projects,  the Trust has been supported by 
Birchanger Parish Council who, kindly approved and submitted the planning application to Uttlesford 
for the provision of the compound and store amongst other assistance, The Stort Valley Rotary Club 
who  ran a local Quiz, to which it added matching funding for signage and also provided tools; the 
Parsonage Residents Association and the Town Council of Bishop’s Stortford have provided 
consistent support, and others, the Stansted Airport Passenger Community Fund who provided a 
computer and software to enable the Trust to have QR signage, Hertfordshire County Council, East 
Herts Council, the Cooperative Foundation and the BEHCVS have been extraordinarily helpful.  
 
Unfortunately the Trust’s web-master has been under hospital treatment for the whole year to date, 
and has caused the installation of the QR signage to suffer slippage. 
 
The Trust has no paid employees. All our trustees are volunteers and we have a volunteer fund-
raiser, volunteer webmaster and publicity officer, and a volunteer minute-taker, Our Secretary was a 
receiver of a community achievement award by Uttlesford District Council in 2013. The woodland 
and its paths are maintained by volunteers under the instruction of our Warden, except, when 
specialist work, such as pollarding, is required when the Trust will employ a contractor. The Trust 
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has an Environmental Policy, an Access Statement, an Equalities and Diversities Policy, a Children 
and Vulnerable Adults Policy, a Health and Safety Policy, and a Business Plan. 
 
In 2012, the Trust obtained the assistance of a pro-bono solicitor to draw up an Amendment to its 
Deed of Declaration to: 
Increase the number of co-opted trustees from 4 to to 6 persons, thus increasing the overall 
trustees numbers from 12 to 14 persons; and 
Specify the number of nominated trustees to be provided by each of the five represented Councils: 
Hertfordshire County Council  1 person 
Uttlesford District Council        1 person 
Bishop’s Stortford Town Council 2 persons 
Birchanger Parish Council       2 persons 
Stansted Parish Council          2 persons 
 
Chalara fraxinea; there is some evidence of this disease in our ash trees as there is generally in 
woodlands throughout Essex and Hertfordshire. The spread of this disease in Birchanger Wood is 
under regular monitor by the Forestry Commission. 
 
Birchanger Wood is 69 acres of ancient woodland running across the county boundaries of Essex 
and Hertfordshire. The residents of the local councils’ of Uttlesford, East Herts, Bishop’s Stortford, 
Birchanger and Stansted and all visitors, benefit from the free leisure facilities and solace that the 
woodland ambiance provides to all ages and of all abilities throughout the year. It is a healthy green 
lung and a barrier to noise, urbanisation and creeping development associated with its large 
commercial neighbour, Stansted Airport. The Birchanger Wood Trust is responsible for maintaining 
a happy healthy woodland and environment suitable for All 
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Daphne Wallace-Jarvis, Secretary and Trustee, The Birchanger Wood Trust    October 2013 

 


